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 6 
            REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 7 
BENZIE COUNTY GOVERNMENT CENTER 8 

August 10, 2017 6:00 PM 9 
 10 

I. Open Meeting and Pledge of Allegiance at  6:00 p.m. 11 

II. Roll Call of Planning Commissioners: Hill, Carland, Roch von Rochsburg, Zenker, 3 vacancies. 12 

Quorum present. 13 

III. Motion to approve agenda as presented: moved by Carland, seconded Zenker, all ayes, motion 14 

passed. 15 

IV. Motion to approve Regular Meeting Minutes from June 8, 2017: moved Hill, seconded Carland, 16 

all ayes, motion passed. 17 

V. Public Input – Items on the Agenda 18 

Gregory Wright stated that he would like to obtain a copy of the review of the Colfax-Weldon-19 

Thompsonville sign ordinance conducted by the Planning Commission. Deb Lindgren referred to the 20 

Joyfield Township planning resolution agenda item. She feels it’s a political situation, as it comes at a 21 

time when the Township may be going to a vote. If the Planning Commission supports the resolution, 22 

Township residents will assume that the Planning Commission stands behind the ordinance. The 23 

Planning Commission has already reviewed and provided comments on the ordinance.    24 

 25 

VI. Consent Agenda 26 

VII. New Business-   27 

A. Joyfield Township – Resolution of Support (attachment) – Sarah Lucas gave a brief overview of 28 

the request. Susan Zenker stated that the Planning Commission’s job is to review plans and 29 

zoning in order to look for consistencies. She doesn’t remember that the Planning Commission 30 

has ever done a resolution, but has always supported township planning efforts and have 31 

already reviewed the zoning ordinance. It’s spelled out in the County Master Plan that the county 32 

planning commission supports township planning efforts. Supporting the Joyfield Township 33 

resolution would be saying the same thing as the County Master Plan. She feels they shouldn’t 34 

take a political stand. Coury Carland said that the Planning Commission reviewed the Zoning 35 

Ordinance once, reviewed it again, and provided comments that there were no inconsistencies. 36 

A resolution seems redundant. Lori Hill stated that she doesn’t recall supporting resolutions in 37 

the past but doesn’t think anyone has asked. She thinks the resolution is generic. Walter Roch 38 

von Rochsburg stated that we’ve looked at the ordinance, have made comments, and that’s their 39 

role. Carland said that his only concern about the resolution is that it refers to the process, which 40 

they haven’t been a part of, and without direct knowledge of it, they can’t really speak to it.  41 

 42 

B. Planning Commission Office/Storage Space – Mitch Deisch stated that the County is doing a 43 

review of office space for more efficient utilization of space. The current Planning Commission 44 
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office is a repository of Planning and Zoning related documents. The need for a document 45 

retention policy was discussed. Hill, Zenker and Diesch will begin the process of sorting 46 

documents to be scanned or shredded using Leelanau County’s retention schedule as a 47 

guideline.  48 

 49 

C. Networks Northwest Community Growth Grant (attachment) – Last year Benzie County was 50 

awarded with a grant to contract with Networks Northwest for consulting services. The grant, 51 

which provided a platform, staff support and follow up for having communities work more closely 52 

together, is accepting applications until September 1st.  53 

 54 

Motion that Coury Carland move forward on the Community Growth Grant application 55 

moved Zenker, seconded Hill, all ayes, motion passed.  56 

 57 

D. Planning Commission Events 58 

a. Leadership Summit – Roch von Rochsburg led a discussion about hosting a Leadership 59 

Summit and forums where updates, seminars and education could happen. He asked 60 

Commissioners to choose a topic of interest and reach out to various interest groups. The 61 

forums would be scheduled over the next two years on a quarterly basis. Carland 62 

reported that a memorandum would be sent out regarding changes to the Zoning 63 

Ordinance.  64 

b. Quarterly Forums – See Item a. discussion   65 

 66 

VIII. Unfinished Business 67 

A. Planning Commission Monthly Budget Report (M. Deisch) The monthly budget was presented for 68 

the period ending 8/31/17. The new budget includes continued contracted staff services with 69 

Networks Northwest. Diesch expressed his appreciation for the positive impact these services 70 

have provided.  71 

B. Benzie School Update (Hill) The next school board meeting is a week from Monday. The 72 

administration was restructured after the closing of Platte River Middle School 73 

C. Parks & Rec Commission Update (Roch von Rochsburg) The Friends of Pt. Betsie celebrated 74 

their 15th anniversary. 75 

D. County Planning Commission Ordinance Update (Carland) - The process started in November 76 

with a letter for applicants. The ordinance follows the Master Plan discussion on local units of 77 

government. It will include a section on how to remove a Planning Commissioner. Carland set a 78 

deadline of September 12th. 79 

 80 

VIII. Presentation of Correspondence – None 81 

 82 

IX. Public Input – Items On or Off the Agenda, within the Planning Commission’s Jurisdiction 83 

Betsy Evans was disappointed in the lack of intergovernmental cooperation and support for planning 84 

and zoning in Joyfield Township. She felt that when Zenker signed the petition, it was a political 85 

act. Deb Lindgren was pleased in the decision and that it is going to a vote. She disagreed that the 86 

public was involved in the process; and that a resolution would be construed as agreement. Jim 87 



 
 

Evans referred to an October 2012 motion to send a letter of support to the Joint Benzie 88 

Planning Commission for starting Planning and Zoning. Yet when a representative from Gilmore 89 

Township made a motion to support Joyfield Towship, it didn’t get a second. “That was political. 90 

It’s unfortunate we can’t take off our public and private hats for the community.”  He felt that the 91 

request for a resolution of support was not out of line.  92 

 93 

X. Commissioner Comments 94 

Zenker felt that signing a petition to bring it to a vote was her right. “It is going to take it to a vote. That’s 95 

all it is.” Hill said that she has only been on this commission since 2013 and only have those years to go 96 

by. She is in favor of outreach and interaction with all of the planning entities and supports them whole-97 

heartedly. She thought the resolution was great. Her only concern was being put in a position of having 98 

to come down on one side or the other of a conflict. She doesn’t want to be in the middle. As an 99 

individual Planning Commissioner she absolutely endorses it.  100 

 101 

XI. Motion to adjourn moved Carland, seconded Zenker, all ayes, motion passed. Meeting adjourned 102 
at 8:03 p.m.  103 


